
 

 

 

BECOME A DOLPHIN RESEARCH 

VOLUNTEER IN NORTH WALES 

This project gives the unique opportunity to volunteer on a research project that focuses on harbour porpoises 

and Risso’s dolphins.  You may also get to see bottlenose dolphins, common dolphins as well as grey seals 

and common seals. This year’s survey runs from 14th September – 28th September 2019. 

1. About the project 

Since 1999 Whale and Dolphin Conservation (WDC) have been studying how whales, dolphins and porpoises 

(collectively known as cetaceans) use the waters around the Llŷn Peninsula, focussing on harbour porpoises 

and Risso’s dolphins. The research has shown how vitally important the waters around in this area, in 

particular Bardsey Sound, are for harbour porpoises for which it is a prime feeding location.  

The data WDC has collected over the years was instrumental in establishing the West Wales Marine candidate 

Special Area of Conservation (cSAC) for harbour porpoises; we continue to collect the data to ensure that the 

conservation objectives of the cSAC are being met.  

Our research has also shown that the area is a potential breeding and feeding ground for Risso’s dolphins. 

Typically, Risso’s dolphins are found in deep waters of between 400 and 1000m, but in the UK they exhibit a 

preference for shallower waters of 50-100m. No more than a handful of sites around the world have been 

documented as important coastal habitats for Risso’s dolphins (e.g. Pico Island, the Azores, and La Herradura, 

southern Chile). In the UK, the Western Isles in Scotland, the Isle of Man, Anglesey and the Llŷn Peninsula 

(North Wales), Pembrokeshire (Southwest Wales) and the southwest of Ireland have shown clusters of 

sightings of Risso’s dolphins. At the tip of the Llŷn Peninsula, is one of two locations (the other one being 

around the Eye Peninsula, Isle of Lewis, Scotland) where Risso’s dolphins can reliably be observed close to 

land. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Description 

You will be trained by, and work side-by-side with, researchers who have been working on the project for a 

number of years. You will get the opportunity to take part in land-based and boat-based surveys collecting data 

on the number of cetaceans and their behaviour, as well as photo-identification studies. 

Risso’s dolphins © WDC/ Sonja Eisfeld-Pierantonio Common dolphins © WDC/ Sonja Eisfeld-Pierantonio 



 

 

 

BECOME A DOLPHIN RESEARCH 
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Typical day  

Our days are very dependent on weather conditions, surveys are conducted when the weather conditions are 

favourable (e.g. low wind, good visibility). If we have a good weather day, we will get up before sunrise, have 

breakfast, make lunch and head out for a day of surveying whilst conditions allow. Surveying is conducted 

from either land-based platforms, or all day on a boat; this can sometimes mean long days in the field. Due to 

the nature of the fieldwork you will need to have good physical fitness; access to land-based platforms is over 

uneven ground carrying survey equipment, whilst boat-based surveys entail standing on boats for long periods 

of time.  

If we have bad weather, there is plenty to do. We use the time to catch up on data entry and still undertake 

casual watches. We provide presentations about the research so far, and on other subjects relating to whales 

and dolphins e.g. plastics, climate change etc.  

On down time you are free to explore the area where there are many coastal walks, beaches and villages 

nearby to explore.  

 

Accommodation 

Changeover days are Saturdays; arrival time is after 12pm. You will be staying in a comfortable cottage near 

Aberdaron that has all the modern facilities. There are shared bathrooms, as well as shared bedrooms which 

may be mixed sex.  

3. Cost of trip 

The costs are: 

Adults - £650 per person, for one week.  

Students - £550 per person, for one week.  

There is space for four volunteers per week. For volunteers who want to join the project for more than one 

week there is a discount for subsequent weeks, these are in the table below. Priority will be given to those who 

can do more than one week.  

Land-based scanning © WDC/ Rob Lott Land-based survey © WDC/ Vicki James 
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Price includes: 

 Food and beverages (breakfast, lunch and dinner, except for alcoholic drinks) 

 Accommodation (this will be in a shared room with other volunteers, and may therefore be a mixed sex 

room) 

 Training by researchers 

 Scientific supervision 

 Research contribution 

 

Price excludes: 

 Travel to and from accommodation 

 Personal travel & medical insurance covering the whole participation period (compulsory) 

 Personal expenses (souvenirs, etc.) 

 Alcoholic drinks (beer, wine, etc.) 

 

If you are interested in joining this project, you will need to fill out the volunteer application form available on 

our website and return to us either by email or post by 31st May. We will then get in touch and confirm if you 

have a place on the project.  

Once we have confirmed your place, a non-refundable deposit of 50% will be required to secure your position 

by a date set in the placement offer email. We will send you details on how to make the payments. Once your 

place has been booked you will receive a detailed information package on the programme background and 

scientific objectives, your role as a volunteer, the work you will do, suggested items to bring, how to travel 

there etc.  

The full balance of the cost will need to be paid and proof of your personal travel & medical insurance will need 

to be sent by 16th August. 

 

 

1st Week 2nd Week 

ADULT £650.00 £487.50 

STUDENT £550.00 £412.50 

Looking towards Bardsey Island © WDC/ Vicki James 

https://whales.org/about/job-vacancies/
https://whales.org/about/job-vacancies/

